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A MESSAGE from the Chief Engineer

The Significance of The Great Flood

by Jim Wanamaker

earnestness and dedication.

The 75th anniversary of the Great 1927 Flood is upon us, an event which ravaged the Delta and forever
changed the region. The members of the Mississippi Levee Board and | thought it appropriate to
commemorate this historic moment with this brochure. If there is one important lesson we can learn
today from this cataclysmic event, which took place 75 years ago, April 21st, it is that we can never rest
easy about the power of the great Mississippi River. That is why the Mississippi Levee Board has as our
mission the protection of the lives and property of Delta citizens. It is a charge we take with full

As you will see in this publication, the Mississippi Levee Board is involved in many different projects and
activities to insure that the Delta is safe from flooding. From flood control projects to outreach

educational programs, we have never been more active in our 137-year history than we are at the Levee Board today. Strong
opposition from extremist environmental groups to providing flood protection to the Mississippi Delta area make it more crucial today
than ever before that facts, not fears, are presented before the public about the work we do.

We hope you will find this publication interesting and informative. We also hope you will join us in our mission to keep Delta residents

informed, safe and protected so that another 1927 Flood will never happen again.

www.msleveeboard.com

Jim Wanamaker
Chief Engineer



WHAT WE DO... a brief history of

the Levee Board

As the Mississippi River moves toward the Gulf of
Mexico, it divides its flood plain into a number of

large basins, each bounded on one side by the bluff

of the valley wall and on the
other by the high ridges or
natural levees of the river itself.
The Yazoo-Mississippi Delta is
Before man's

such a basin.

involvement, these basins
along the river flooded when
the river exceeded bank full
relieving the channel of water it
could not carry.

The Yazoo-Mississippi Delta

lies at the neck of a funnel at

which point the Mississippi River drains 31 states
and two provinces of Canada. The drainage area

served covers an area extending from New York to

Montana. Forty one percent of

The Mississippi Levee
Board has maintained
its efforts against

the threat of
flooding continuously
since 1865

the United States

drains past Vicksburg at the south end of the Delta.
Almost 200 years of effort have gone into

relieving the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta from periodic

overflow flooding the
Mississippi River to make the
region safe for residents to
develop industry, agriculture,
and to build lives in thriving and
growing cities.

The efforts to contain
flooding from the Mississippi
River and from interior streams
has been and continues to be
of the

the responsibility

region's elected levee boards.

The Mississippi Levee District, governed by the
Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners, has
maintained its efforts against the threat of flooding

continuously since 1865.
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WHAT we are doing...

The Mississippi Constitution charges the Levee Boards
with responsibility to provide protection of lives and property
to the citizens of the Delta from floods from the Mississippi
River. Following the Great Flood of 1927, Congress
recognized that the floodwaters from 41% of the Continental
United States drain down the Mississippi River to the Gulf of
Mexico and passed the Flood Control

Sunflower River Maintenance Project will restore the
authorized flood control capacity to approximately 130 miles
of the original 633 miles of channel. Additional work along
Steele Bayou was authorized in the Flood Control Act of 1965
to provide a higher level of protection to the City of Greenville
than achieved in the original project. The Upper Steele Bayou
Project has been completed through

Act of 1928 which authorized the
Mississippi River & Tributaries Project
(MR&T) which included a uniform
levee system. Following the 1973
Flood, the Corps of Engineers
determined that the levee system
could not pass the Project Design
Flood. The Levee Enlargement
Project in Mississippi includes 69
miles of deficient levee beginning just
below Greenville and extending
toward Vicksburg with a maximum
enlargement of 8' in the vicinity of
Mayersville, MS. The Mississippi
Levee Board currently has 18.1 miles
of deficient levee under contract. By
2003 another 17.3 miles will be
under contract.

The Flood Control Act of 1944
authorized channel improvements for

The Mississippi Constitution
charges the Levee Boards
with responsibility to

provide protection of lives

and property to the citizens
of the Delta from floods

from the Mississippi River.

Greenville with work remaining in the
Yazoo Wildlife Refuge.

The Flood Control Act of 1941
authorized the design and
construction of the Yazoo
Backwater Project to protect the
South Delta of Mississippi. This
projects included a combination of
levees, drainage structures and
pumps. The Steele Bayou and Little
Sunflower drainage structures were
completed in 1969 and 1975,
respectfully. The Yazoo Backwater
levees were completed in 1978.
During highwater, when flood water
from the Mississippi River backs up
the Yazoo River, the Yazoo Backwater
Levee, along with the closed
drainage structures, prevents the
backwater from entering the South

flood control on the Big Sunflower
River and its tributaries. In 1950, the
Mississippi Legislature authorized the Delta's two Levee
Boards to participate as the local sponsor for the Corps of
Engineers on interior stream projects. The Mississippi Levee
Board has the responsibility to maintain 350 miles of interior
streams within its district. The Big Sunflower River &
Tributaries Project was initiated in the 1940's and completed
in the 1960's. It included 633 miles of channel improvement.
In the early 1990's, following several floods on the Bogue
Phalia, the Corps determined that due to sediment
accumulation, major maintenance is required. The Big

Levee Enlargement Project

Big Sunflower River Maintenance Project

Delta. The Connecting Channel was
constructed and completed in 1978
to connect the Big and Little Sunflower Rivers, Deer Creek and
Steel Bayou, bringing water from 4093 square miles of the
Delta to the Steele Bayou Drainage Structure where a pumping
plant can be constructed. During highwater situations, when
the gates are closed on the drainage structures to keep out
the Mississippi River floodwaters, pumps are needed to
evacuate rainfall that falls in the Delta which flows downstream
and has no outlet to the river. The pumps are the last
remaining unconstructed feature of the Yazoo Backwater
Project.

Yazoo Backwater Project

www.msleveeboard.com



HFheM:smmppt Levee Board keeps docket busy

Awards, convention, and tour all recently take place

T Wississippi Levee Board completes
2002 Washington appropriations trip
Board meets with officials to

advocate funding for Nood
control projects
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THE TRUTH
ABOUT DDT
AMD DREDGING

In various brochures, the Mississippi Levee Board has
educated the public about the truth concerning DDT
and dredging, levee enlargement and berms projects
and the Yazoo Backwater Project and Big Sunflower
River Maintenance Project. Issued over the past year,
these brochures contain in-depth information on the
many projects we are working on. To request a copy
of these timely reports, please call the Mississippi
Levee Board office at 662-334-4813.
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The Bolivar commercial - Letter to the Editor

The frequent heavy rains experienced over the last three months have emphasized the import:
Cleveland to pump water out of the developed areas of the city into channels that move southwar
the fact that every time we have extremely heavy rains many phone calls are received by the public works office to be sure t
everyone realizes the importance of these pumps in providing needed protection to homes and businesses.

As pointed out above, water pumped out of Cleveland goes into tributaries of the Bogue Phalia and the Big sunflower River and heads South. The Board of Mississippi Levee
is currently working diligently to see that our water moves safely through the remainder of the Delta into the Mississippi River eventually to the Gulf of Mexico. Two projects vital
protection are experiencing heated opposition from the environmental community.

The Big Sunflower River Maintenance Project is designed solely to restore flows on the Big Sunflower River system below Hwy.
project was completed in the mid '60s. The same people in the environmental community who oppose the dre

This is what they were designed to do when the
system support dredging the Hudson River to remove contaminants. Itis difficult for us to unt
pi River through the Steel Bayou Outlet Structure. When

When this water passes on down through the Delta, it enters the Mississip|
Structure is closed, preventing the Mississippi River from backing into the Delta. At the same time, it also closes the outlet for our flo
losed just like our pumps in Cleveland protect us. The Yazoo B

solution is simple. We need a pump that will evacuate the Delta's storm water when the gates are cl

authorized in 1941. Every feature of this project has beel
Work on the Big Sunflower is currently being delayed wi
3rd of last year. The final report on the Yazoo Backwater Pumps wil
The next time it rains in Cleveland and we begin to wonder if the pumps are wor
court and a pump project to be built that was authorized 60 years ago. We ask that Ci
For additional information, contact the Mississippi Levee Board at 662-334-4813 or visit our web site at www.m:

ance of the pumps operated by the city of Clevelan
d into the Bogue Phalia and the Sunflower River. In talking with city officials, the

dging on the Big

hile the Mississippi Department of Environmental Qui

king, let us remember that our fellow citizens

tizens of Cleveland and Bolivar county support these two projects in any way they can.
sleveeboard.com.

Nott Wheeler Jr. & James W. House Jr. / Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners

d to evacuate floodwaters. These pumps allow

y have expressed

he pumps are working. As citizens of Bolivar County, we are sure

Commissioners
in providing this

82 so that the channels will carry our water safely downstream.

Sunflower River

derstand how dredging can be good for the Hudson River and bad for the Sunflower.
the Mississippi River is high, the Steele Bayou Outlet

odwater, resulting in flooding of the south Delta area. The
ackwater Project was

n completed except for the pumps.
ality waits for a decision from the Mississippi Supreme Court on a petition filed May

Il be out for review in early summer.
downstream are waiting for a maintenance project to get out of

Bolivar County, MS
T ———————— — — e ——————
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS...

In addition to the life, property and wildlife protection the Mississippi Levee Board provides, their ongoing
projects also supplies an impressive economic boost to the Delta.

The Mississippi River & Tributaries (MR & T) Project employs countless Delta workers on various job sites.
Item 502L, a 7.3 mile long conventional levee enlargement in northern Issaquena County, is an $8 million
project which is 94% complete; and Item 496L, the 9.6 mile environmentally-friendly levee enlargement
project centered around Mayersville. MS is a $26 million job which is 81% complete. These two important
construction contracts that the Mississippi Levee Board has sponsored bring much needed work to an
economically challenged area. Levee enlargement work will continue with an addtional 50 miles of deficient

levee to be raised with completion slated for 2031.

Providing Mainte
of Flnnd Control

Just another role the Mississippi Levee Board
plays to better the lives of Delta residents,
Through maintenance of completed projects, we're
As but one example, the Big Sunflower River Mai
component of flood control.

Yet, some extreme environmental gro
ways been the mission of the 137-year old Project. They claim it will harm the envir%m:g;:r!\jmu

here to keep Delta citizens safe from flooding.
ntenance Project is currently underway and is a key

pposed to the Big Sunflower River Maintenance

. ; rty of the Delta has al > hing could be further f is proiect i
Prlote_ct}ng'the ||vesB ngdprvc\)lzewifk hard to keep our citizens and environment safg fég;nsth; necersary for the safety ar?d well-being of our citizens, rom the truth. This project is
Mississippi Levee .but one recent example, the Mississippi Levee Board an P or the facts on the Big Sunflower River Maintenance Project, as well as our many other activities

ravages of flooding. AS River levee south of Greenville; this will Please call 662-334-4814, or visit our web site at www.msleveeboard.com

Engineers are currently raising the mainline Mississippi

provide much needed protection for the South Delta.
Z= 2R
i Mississippi NS
LEVEE B!

L[]
M IppL__=
—M_ J LEVEE B For more information, call 662-334-4813 of visit www.msleveeboard.com

all 662-334-4813 or visit www.msleveeboard.com l - =

m

For more information, C:

www.msleveeboard.com




We've come a long way in flood control since
The Great Flood of 1927. But there’s still much
more to be done. Please join us at the
Mississippi Levee Board in ensuring the safety
and protection of all Delta citizens.
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Greenville, Mississippi 38701
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